2.1. Phonology and morphophonemics 

Giantyal has a regionally typical vowel system consisting of six vowel po- 
sitions with contrastive length and nasalization. Distinctive vowel length is 
a marginal part of the system, however, and long nasal vowels are quite 
Bare: in general, vowel length is the product of fairly recent — and still 
lather unstable — processes of syllabic coalescence. 



High 



Mid 



Low 



Front 


Central 


Back 


i, ii 




u, uu 


i,ii 




u,(uu) 


e, ee 




o, oo 


e, ee 


9, 99 
9, 99 


6, 66 

a, aa 
a, aa 



2 Introduction and typological sketch 

As for consonants, Chantyal contrasts four points of articulation: bilabial, 
dental, alveolar / alveolo-palatal, and velar. Tlve denial point of aitAculatioTY 
is lamino-dental. The alveolar/ alveolo-palatal series contains of a set of 
oral affricates whose stop portions are alveolar and whose fricative por- 
tions are alveolo-palatal before front vowels (/ci/ = [tqi]) and alveolar else- 
where (/ca/ = [tsa]); the fricatives show a similar distribution in being al- 
veolo-palatal before front vowels and alveolar elsewhere. The nasals in this 
series are postalveolar, whereas the tap approximants are apico-alveolar. 

The Chantyal consonant inventory is rich in contrasts involving voice 
onset time and murmur. Typical of the South Asian speech area, Chantyal 
contrasts voiceless, voiceless aspirated, voiced, and murmured stops. In 
addition, Chantyal has stops with voiceless and voiceless aspirated onsets 
followed by murmur 5 . Nasals, approximants, fricatives, and glides also 
contrast murmured and non-murmured phonemes. In the transcription 
used here, <h> indicates aspiration, <fi> murmur. 



Unaspirated Stop 


P 


t 


c 


k 


Aspirated Stop 


ph 


th 


ch 


kh 


Voiced Stop 


b 


d 


J 


g 


Murmured Stop 


bfi 


dfi 


Jfi 


gfi 


Murmured Stop with Voiceless Onset 


Pfi 


th 


cfi 


kfi 


Murmured Stop with Voiceless Aspirated Onset 




thfi 




khfi 


Voiced Nasal Stop 


m 


n 


ny 


r) 


Murmured Nasal Stop 


mfi 


nfi 


nhy 




Voiced Lateral Approximant 




1 






Murmured Lateral Approximant 




lfi 






Voiced Tap Approximant 






r 




Murmured Tap Approximant 






rfi 




Voilcess Fricatives 






s 




Murmured Fricatives with Voiceless Onsets 






sfi 




Glides 






y 


w 


Murmured Glides 






Ay 


fiw 



fi 



As the chart above shows, there are gaps in this system: /phfi/ and /chfi/ 
are unattested, and while /thfi/ and /khfi/ are attested, they are rare. The 
lack of attested /rjfi/ likely reflects the absence of /r)/ morpheme initially: 
murmured consonants are generally restricted to morpheme-initial posi- 
tion, except in some borrowings. 

Geminate consonants occur and are distinctive, but they are found only 
intervocalically within morphemes. 



Typological sketch 3 

Retroflex consonants are heard very occasionally in a few N borrow- 
ings. 

There are few phonological or morphonological processes commonly 
encountered in moderately careful speech. Of these, the most important 
are the reduction of /wa/ in suffixes to [o], and /wa/ and /ma/ to [6], and 
the weakening of morpheme initial /s/ to [h] in suffixes. 
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